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passage, and the redemptioner had to work for his
owner for a period varying from five to ten years
No stigma or disgrace clung to any of these peo-
ple under this system. It was regarded as a
necessary business transaction. Not a few of the
very respectable families of the State and some of
its prominent men are known to be descended
from redemptioners.

This method of transporting colonists proved a
profitable trade for the shipping people, and was
soon regularly organized like the modern assisted
immigration. Agents, called "newlanders" and
"soul-sellers," traveled through Germany work-
ing up the transatlantic traffic by various devices,
some of them not altogether creditable. Pennsyl-
vania proved to be the most attractive region for
these immigrants. Some of those who were taken
to other colonies finally worked their way to Penn-
sylvania. Practically none went to New England,
and very few, if any, to Virginia. Indeed, only
certain colonies were willing to admit them.

Another important element that went to make
up the Pennsylvania population consisted of the
Scotch-Irish. They were descendants of Scotch
and English Presbyterians who had gone to Ireland
to take up the estates of the Irish rebels confiscated